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General Information

The University of Washington Tacoma serves the South Puget Sound region by offering 
baccalaureate, certificate and graduate-level programs of the highest academic quality. The 
various courses of study at UW Tacoma produce highly knowledgeable and capable 
graduates who go on to make impressive contributions in their careers and in their 
communities.

Mission

The University of Washington Tacoma educates diverse learners and transforms 
communities by expanding the boundaries of knowledge and discovery.

Values

Our fundamental purpose is to educate students for life as global citizens. UW Tacoma is a 
distinctive expression of the University of Washington that provides access to an exceptional 
education for citizens who choose to live and learn in the South Puget Sound region.

We recognize that an excellent education connects knowledge across disciplines. At UW 
Tacoma, excellence is founded on integrity, dedication and collaboration. We believe 
that learning is a vehicle that advances students toward fulfilling lives and meaningful 
careers.

Our community of learners is strengthened by a diversity of voices. Listening to the 
UW Tacoma community, we have identified four core values that guide us: Excellence, 
Community, Diversity and Innovation. We share these values and strive to live them.

Excellence
UW Tacoma …

• 	 commits to excellence in teaching, scholarship, research and service;

• 	 offers a curriculum that balances core knowledge and skills with responsiveness to 
student and community need;

• 	 embraces an interdisciplinary approach to knowledge that instills problem-solving 
and critical thinking skills for meaningful lives;

• 	 engages minds by connecting knowledge with experience, fostering wisdom;

• 	 infuses global and local awareness into its thinking and actions;

• 	 encourages student-faculty-staff interaction and a reciprocal exchange of 
knowledge;

• 	 nurtures a community of learners and develops the whole person by offering 
opportunities to learn and grow both inside and outside the classroom;

• 	 provides an environment where students can succeed.
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Community
UW Tacoma …

• 	 celebrates the success of its people;

• 	 fosters an atmosphere in which 
individuals work together to make 
their best contributions;

• 	 preserves a culture of connection and 
collaboration as it grows;

• 	 partners with communities to 
improve the human condition;

• 	 cultivates mutually supportive 
relations with educational partners;

• 	 contributes knowledge that serves 
diverse communities;

• 	 honors the cultural and civic heritage 
of its community;

• 	 serves as a catalyst for economic, 
technological and community 
development.

Diversity
UW Tacoma …

• 	 promotes an environment where 
diverse perspectives and experiences 
are expected;

• 	 seeks out and supports individuals 
who may experience barriers in 
gaining access to college;

• 	 stimulates a vibrant learning 
community by presenting lectures, 
events and performances that inspire 
new views;

• 	 encourages and rewards intercultural 
competence;

• 	 aligns its values with its actions in 
support of justice and fairness;

• 	 attracts and retains a community of 
people and ideas representing diverse 
cultures and experiences.

Innovation
UW Tacoma …

• 	 generates new knowledge and 
embraces varied ways of knowing;

• 	 perpetuates the pioneering spirit of 
UW Tacoma’s beginnings; 

• 	 seeks new ways to create opportunity;

• 	 inspires creative ways of seeing and 
solving problems;

• 	 expands resources and makes 
thoughtful use of existing ones;

• 	 lives in harmony with the 
environment and is a wise steward of 
natural resources;

• 	 grows stronger through the collective 
wisdom of its community.

Vision

Within the next 10 years, UW Tacoma will 
become a more comprehensive institution 
that will respond with distinction to the needs 
of the region, state, nation and the world. 
UW Tacoma will achieve distinctiveness 
as an urban campus of the University of 
Washington through its commitment to 
three principles:

• 	 Access to an exceptional university 
education;

• 	 An interdisciplinary approach to 
knowledge and discovery in the 21st 
century;

• 	 A strong and mutually supportive 
relationship between the campus and 
its surrounding communities.

As the campus grows, UW Tacoma will 
strengthen its learning culture, research, 
institutional structures, and academic and 
co-curricular programs necessary to embody 
these three commitments and to uphold the 
standards of excellence, shared governance 
and academic freedom that are hallmarks 
of the University of Washington. It will also 
develop and implement assessment plans 
that serve as measurable benchmarks for 
institutional progress.

The core values of the institution—Excellence, 
Community, Diversity and Innovation—will 
shape the specific goals and methods 
UW Tacoma chooses to address these 
commitments and build its distinction as 
a campus.

Degrees

The University of Washington Tacoma 
confers the following degrees:

■	 Bachelor of Arts (B.A.)

	 	 Computing and Software Systems

	 	 Healthcare Leadership

	 	 Interdisciplinary Arts and Sciences

	 	 Social Welfare

	 	 Urban Studies

■	 Bachelor of Arts in Business 
Administration (B.A.B.A.)

■	 Bachelor of Science (B.S.)

	 	 Computer Engineering and Systems

	 	 Computing and Software Systems

	 	 Environmental Science

	 	 Information Technology and Systems

■	 Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
(B.S.N.)

■	 Master of Arts (M.A.)

	 	 Interdisciplinary Studies

■	 Master of Business Administration 
(M.B.A.)

■	 Master of Education (M.Ed.)

■	 Master of Nursing (M.N.)

■	 Master of Science (M.S.)

	 	 Computing and Software Systems

■	 Master of Social Work (M.S.W.)

Selected academic programs of study at 
the University of Washingon Tacoma 
are approved by the Higher Education 
Coordinating Board’s State Approving 
Agency (HECB/SAA) for enrollment of 
those eligible or receive benefits under Title 
38 and Title 10, U.S. Code.

State Board of Education 
Certificates

The University of Washington Tacoma 
is authorized by the State Board of 
Education to offer professional certificate 
programs in education for administrators 
and teachers. UW Tacoma prepares and 
recommends individuals for the following 
state certificates:

■	 Initial Teaching Certificate (K-8)

■	 Professional Certificate for Educators

■	 Educational Administrator Certificate 
	 (for principals and program 

administrators)

Accreditation

The University of Washington Tacoma is 
accredited as a unit of the University of 
Washington by the Northwest Association of 
Schools and Colleges. Individual academic 
programs may have other accreditations as 
well. (See individual program sections.)

Key Bank Professional 
Development Center

The mission of the KeyBank Professional 
Development Center is to expand access to 
the resources of the University of Washington 
Tacoma by offering advanced, non-degree 
education to individuals and organizations 
in the South Puget Sound region. For more 
information, please contact the Center 
at 253-692-4618 or visit www.tacoma.
washington.edu/pdc.
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Autumn Quarter 2009
Instruction begins............................................................................................................................................. Sept. 30

Veterans Day holiday.......................................................................................................................................... Nov. 11

Thanksgiving holidays................................................................................................................................. Nov. 26 - 27

Last day of instruction........................................................................................................................................ Dec. 11

Final examinations......................................................................................................................................Dec. 14 - 18

Winter Quarter 2010
Instruction begins................................................................................................................................................. Jan. 4

Martin Luther King Jr. Day holiday....................................................................................................................... Jan. 18

Presidents Day holiday........................................................................................................................................Feb. 15

Last day of instruction..................................................................................................................................... March 12

Final examinations................................................................................................................................... March 15 - 19

Spring Quarter 2010
Instruction begins........................................................................................................................................... March 29

Memorial Day holiday........................................................................................................................................ May 31

Last day of instruction.......................................................................................................................................... June 4

Final examinations........................................................................................................................................June 7 - 10
Commencement................................................................................................................................................ June 11

Summer Quarter 2010
Instruction begins.............................................................................................................................................. June 21

Independence Day holiday.................................................................................................................................... July 5

Term A ends........................................................................................................................................................ July 21

Term B begins..................................................................................................................................................... July 22

Quarter ends......................................................................................................................................................Aug. 20

Dates in this calendar are subject to change without notice. 
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