Quick Notes on Web of Science
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Don’t Forget!  If you find the perfect search terms, you can save your search history and create an email alert.





Experiment with your searches – try:





Topic – searches for your terms in the title, abstract and keyword fields.





Title – searches for terms in the article title only.








When you want to search a phrase…





Use quotes around a phrase like “antibiotic resistance”.  If there are no quotes, the search will look for the terms antibiotic AND resistance to appear anywhere in the record – not necessarily together.





If you search for a phrase such as “patient undergoing radiation”, be aware that undergoing is something Web of Science refers to as a stopword.  The database will replace these stopwords (or placeholders) with any other term, so it will also find phrases such as “patient receiving radiation” and “patient failing radiation”.  Other stopwords include:  about, been, before, between, make, must, near, and studies.  For a complete list, check out the Help Link on the Web of Science page.





IMPORTANT!


Don’t forget about truncation.  It can help find many word variations.


enzym* will find records with enzyme, enzymes, enzymatic, and enzymology.


sul*ur will find records with sulfur and sulphur.








